IMO Course on Training the trainer in maritime security at FET, 5th December 2005.
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Mr Ibrahim Zuhair, Deputy Minister of Transport and Communication, Mr Mohamed Latheef, Director, maritime affairs of the ministry, Mr Brian Crammer and other members of the training team.

Invited Guests, programme participants, 

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Assalaam Alaikum and Good Morning:
Ever since Maldives was first settled by seafarers, four thousand years ago, the sea has been our life. We are sons of the sea and daughters of the waves. Our territory is more sea than land, In fact, 99% of our territory is the sea. The sea is our breakfast, lunch and dinner. Our employment, income and livelihood are all connected to the sea. 
Therefore, we are delighted that the International Maritime Organization has chosen Maldives as the venue for this training the trainer course in maritime security.  

Not only, Maldives but the whole of South Asia shares a long and intimate relationship with the sea. Together, our seas cover nearly a million square kilometers.  Most of the global East – West trade is carried across our seas. And the trends only show more trade and shipping in the region.

Unfortunately, growth in shipping has been accompanied by greater risks of security. It is only to be expected that growth in trade, population, and conflicts will pose greater risks to the merchant navy both at sea and at port. Sadly, in our region, there is little opportunity for security officials and administrators to upskill their competencies. Thus, the relevance and the significance of this course.

Almost every year, the International Maritime Organization provides our countries with training opportunities. We have always been impressed by the thorough preparation, careful selection of content and the meticulous organization of these courses. We can be sure that this security course will uphold IMO standards. 
I am particularly pleased to welcome to this course our close friends from Bangladesh, India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. Your participation in this course is a matter of great delight for all of us. We are blood relations in the common struggle against security risks. 
For overseas trainees, away from family and familiar faces, studying in this remote island can be a little anxious. I hope that our fellow students will do whatever they can, in making your stay in Male’ a memorable and rewarding experience.

Success on any course depends on the active collaboration of the students and the teachers in the learning process. Punctuality, commitment to task, and total concentration are necessary from all the participants to make the course successful.  
The International Maritime Organization has sent a delegation of highly experienced and competent trainers to conduct the course. I am confident that all the participants can look forward to a most fruitful week of interesting and stimulating discussions and sharing of knowledge. 

Thank and I welcome you all.
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