Speech on behalf of judges
Art Exhibition

Aminiya School 15th September 2006

Bismillahi Rahmani Raheem
The Principal Ms Wafa Waheed, Distinguished guests, Staff, teachers and dear students.

Assalaam Alaikum and Good Evening.
Thank you for inviting me / to the inauguration of Aminiya Art Exhibition.  It is the first time / that any school has organized an art exhibition / with invited contributions / from other Male schools. 
For this admirable initiative of Aminiya School, / let me reiterate the greetings of / our previous speakers to the school, participants and contributors.  ///
On behalf of all the judges, / it is a particular delight for me / to pass on the best wishes / to the winning students and schools in various categories. /

Congratulations!

///

Becoming winners is fine / and we should do the best we can.  But more than anything else, art exhibitions are learning experiences. Whenever learning has occurred, we are all winners.  You have created art which did not exist before. You have gained new experiences and friends.  You would have also learnt something about yourself, too— how hard you can visualize and dream; // how well you can imagine and create.  And how serenely you can receive advice and criticism. /// These are, in my opinion, the essence and enduring significance of this art exhibition. //  

Dear students:
The judges were profoundly delighted to see the breadth and depth of your creativity. We were astonished with the form and content. Students have used a variety of elements, principles of design and physical materials to express their creativity and imagination. All the judges / join me / in commending your ingenuity and resourcefulness / in the selection of viewpoints, form, texture, color and media. But, above all, we praise, your enthusiasm and interest in art.

Of course, judges’ comments would not be complete if we say nothing about ways in which you could improve your talents.  

I remember reading a book long ago on textbook illustration. The book begins with the saying: “To draw is to see.”   I believe this statement sums up art creation and appreciation in five words. All of us are blessed with eyes, and we see. But, the way an artist soaks up an image she sees, go beyond mere looking. 

Some musicians are able to hear a musical tune just once and play it on a keyboard or organ. These people pick the underlying rhythm and harmonies of the tune as they hear it. 

Artists must do the same. They must observe the patterns and themes of an image as they see it.  It is this knack to see the underlying patterns that makes a drawing, an art piece.  The judges noted that in some pictures, the elements are not in harmony. For example, a picture shows the wind direction opposite to the direction of the bellowing sails of a dhoni.  /// Observation of patterns and congruence in art requires keen eyes. We recommend students to really see the subjects of their art. 

The other general comment we wish to make is about seeking help from others and copying art pieces. Practically all great artists accept the influence of others. In this sense, no art is truly original. The French philosopher Voltaire once said, “Originality is nothing but judicious imitation.”
However, over dependence on teachers or parents, or even on old masterpieces can restrict the creativity of students.  The true artist, by integrating what she has learned and seen with her own experiences... molds something distinctly personal.  

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

With these minor comments, let me congratulate once again all the students who participated in this exhibition.  Appreciation of art only comes with repeated and prolonged exposure. In this sense, this art exhibition is the art school many students really need.

Good night and thank you.

