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)The Chief Guest and the Minister of Fisheries and Agriculture, Dr Ibrahim Didi, 
Dr Musthafa Lutfi, Minister of Education, Officials of the Ministry of Education, 
Mr. John Lesperance, Education Specialist, Virtual University for Small States of the Commonwealth
Boot camp Participants,
Invited Guests,
Colleagues of the Maldives College of Higher Education, Sponsors, 
Ladies and Gentlemen:
 (
This part attempts to give a 
context
 to the Boot camp through developing the paradigm of Small State… the development challenges … e-learning and finally VUSSC
)Assalaam Alaikum and Good Morning.
On behalf of the Centre for Open Learning / and the Commonwealth of Learning, // it is a particular delight for me / to welcome you all / to the opening ceremony of the 9th Boot camp on developing e-learning materials for the Virtual University of the Small States of the Commonwealth.

There are 195 countries in the world. Of these some, 65 or exactly one-third are small states — // states that have a population of less than three million. Most of these countries are in the Commonwealth. /// Small states are not simply scaled-down versions of larger states. / They face particular challenges because of their small size. These challenges include the provision of higher education and training. ///
Small size restricts the development of a variety of training programs / because there are no economies of scale. Consequently, specialist training is difficult to provide and specialists are hard to come by.
Honourable Ministers, Ladies and Gentlemen: 
It is for these reasons that the Commonwealth Ministers of Education decided in 2000 / to set up the Virtual University of the Small States of the Commonwealth or VUSSC. This virtual university / develops and keeps a range of course materials/  in electronic form for all states to use. The course materials are developed through boot camps,/  like this one, /  held in member countries.  The boot camp we are inaugurating today is the 8th in the series and is focused on agriculture and agro-industry.
 (
Key individuals are named here in relation to their associations
)I am particularly delighted that / the Honourable Minister of Fisheries and Agriculture is present here with us  today / to open the boot camp. It is most fitting that Dr Ibrahim Didi open this boot camp, for he is a great believer in the promise of ICT and targeted training // in revolutionizing agriculture. I would like to thank him personally for his support in organizing this workshop. Thank you and welcome.
The Minister of Education, Dr Mustafa Lutfi / and his team of officials have / always championed the cause of e-learning. For a nation of 1200 small islands/  dispersed in open seas,/  the Dr Mustafa Lutfi recognizes the great potential ICT offers / in building digital bridges to span our isolated islands.
Honourable Ministers, Ladies and Gentlemen: 
I particularly take note of the presence of Mr. John Lesperance, Education Specialist of VUSSC. He has worked in curriculum development for open and distance learning institutes for years. I am confident that  the boot camp will benefit immensely / from his experience and enthusiasm. //Thank you, John / for all the guidance you gave me in organizing this boot camp.
For this 8th boot camp, focused on developing curriculum materials in agriculture, Maldives is joined by 18 other countries. There are participants from Antigua, Bahamas, Barbados, Dominica, Guyana, Jamaica, Lesotho, Mauritius, Namibia, Samoa, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Solomon Islands, St Lucia, Swaziland, Tongo, Trinidad and Tobago and Tuvalu. ///
I welcome you, one and all. Thank you for coming. I am confident that / with your cooperation and commitment, / the boot camp can be most successful and the agriculture in our member states greener.

Ladies and Gentlemen:
Thank you all for sparing your time to attend this ceremony. Your presence here today is a great encouragement to all of us / to continue with the important task VUSSC has taken on… to alleviate poverty through training, / to enrich lives through learning / and to deepen our friendships.
 (
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)Thank you Dhiraagu / for all you have done to improve the connectivity among the participants/ to keep in touch with each other / and in touch with their families.
In closing, I would like to thank the staff of the Centre for Open Learning / and other divisions of the College / for their assiduous work behind the scenes / to make this boot camp an event to remember. 
We are all determined to ensure that this boot camp is the most productive one that you have ever attended — one that will sing in your memories / for years to come.
Thank you.

