Attention:  Minister

Body of Speech as requested

Event type: Opening of a Music School

Role: Chief Guest

I am privileged to have been asked to speak at the inauguration of this school.  The founding of an institution which can train and channel the creative energies of our people towards wholesome goals is a national event. It is a time for celebration.  I hasten to congratulate the founders for their efforts and their orientation of service towards society.

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The school-aged children now constitute the major segment of our society.  By proportion, they account for almost half of our population.  At no time in our history, the proportion of school students is so high, nor will it ever be in the future.  The government alone, cannot provide specialized schools for the varied demands of these students.  Therefore, private initiatives such as the founding of this school is both timely and welcome. 

Singing and music comfort the soul, please the heart and refresh the ear.  It helps to create an atmosphere of joy and happiness at festive occasions.  All cultures, including Maldives have a long history of music and singing.  It is a form of creative expression unique among all humanity.  Recently we have seen a kind of renaissance in Dhivehi music and singing.  I hope that this school will advance this awakening.  I hope that we will again hear the voices and sounds that have entertained this country at Eid and other joyous occassion for thousands of years.  I hope that this school will re-assert our proud cultural heritage. 

Ladies and Gentlemen:

There is a pervasive misconception among some sections of society that popular musicians are at the fringes of civil society.  Musicians and dancers are often associated with practices that are illegal and that tend to tear the social fabric of the nation.  The future of this school will depend on how successfully you can dispel such misunderstandings from the public.  There are several ways in which you can be assured of the trust and confidence of parents.  One way is to distance yourself from such people or practices.  

The subject matter of songs should be acceptable to the parents.  The manner of singing must not be suggestive of any incivility.  Some musicians are dominated by music rather than them dominating music.  Excessive involvement in anything to the extent that the students neglect their duties to parents, family and nation can only be harmful.  On the other hand, there are many responsible musicians who develop songs which are very enjoyable and have good positive messages.

Any school worthy to be called a school should develop character in students.  Education is incomplete if it is not infused with the wisdom born of faith.  All schools need to give students the tools to address forthrightly the moral questions confronting today’s society.  Students should be taught to differentiate Western trash from Western innovation, singing from hullabaloo and music from noise.  What differentiates a good school from others is not what it does, but what it chooses not to do.

Ladies and Gentlemen:

I wish the school success.  Thank you. 

