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The Chief Guest, Dr Abdul Muhsin Mohamed, 
the Head of the Department of Higher Education and Training,

Professor Dr Man Gon Park, Director General, Colombo Plan Staff College for Technician Education,

Professor Dr Kim, Programme Facilitator,

Invited Guests, Programme Participants, 

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Assalaam Alaikum and Good Morning

On behalf of the Colombo Plan Staff College and the Maldives College of Higher Education, it is a particular delight for me to welcome our Chief Guest, Dr Abdul Muhsin to this important gathering.  Your presence is a great source of encouragement for our colleagues from overseas and the Maldives, not only because you have the onerous and important responsibility for guiding post-secondary education nationwide. // We welcome you, also because you believe that technical education and training are significant for reducing poverty and inequity within and across countries.
In fact, poverty reduction and boosting prosperity through developing technical education are the core aims of CPSC. For the past 32 years, the Colombo Plan Staff College has been helping the countries of the Asia and the Pacific to develop their technical education system:  its methods, materials and men. 

Our country has had a very long association with CPSC.  The Colombo Plan College held its first workshop in the Maldives on 13th February 1985, more than 20 years ago.  Every year, this important intergovernmental institution provides Maldives, with about 10 invitations to workshops, seminars and conferences held all over Asia.  

In the past 20 years, our association with CPSC has only improved. Our relationship has become more congenial, beneficial and stronger.  And for this in-country programme we are delighted to welcome the Director General of CPSC, Professor Dr Man Gon Park. // Professor Park is a man of vision. // He believes that a world free of poverty and gross disparities of wealth, income and power is a realizable vision. He has no doubt that it is both an achievable goal – and a necessary one. Professor Park in convinced that technical training can promote prosperity for everyone in Asia and the Pacific. Thank you and welcome, Professor Park to the Maldives

Of course, such a lofty vision cannot be achieved without the pursuit of excellence in all our efforts. Yes, it requires resources, coherence and partnership. But most importantly, it requires our education efforts more particularly, technical training to be first class. And this is why CPSC is a quality-certified institution as are their in-country programmes.

It is a fortunate coincidence that I was a participant in the first CPSC in-country programme held in the Maldives over twenty years ago.  And more recently, I took part in a quality management course held in Malaysia a couple of years ago. In my experience CPSC programmes are characterized by meticulous preparation, thorough attention to detail, professional delivery and timely relevance. No doubt this programme on Entrepreneurship Development in technical education and training will be no different.  Professor Kim, a known expert in the area, has spared no effort to ensure that the participants will be challenged in their thinking to link technical education to emerging urgencies.
I am confident that all the participants can look forward to a most fruitful week of interesting and stimulating discussions and sharing of knowledge. 

Thanking you and I welcome you all.
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