Speech given at the Opening Ceremony of the APT Sub-Regional Seminar on Trade and Telecommunications, 24th February 2004 at Nasandhura Palace Hotel.

Mr Mohamed Amir, Chief Executive, Telecommunications Authority of Maldives,
Mr RB Kumarapathirana, Director, Project Development,

Mrs Lee Tuthill, Senior Counsellor WTO

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Assalaam Alalikum and Good morning.
We are delighted to have you all / from our region with us / for the APT Sub Regional Seminar on Trade and Telecommunications.  We are particularly pleased /  to have so many distinguished officials, intellectuals, experts and businessmen from the region. // And, of course, we welcome those delegates who have come from beyond our region. 
Ours is a very important region.  Not only do we comprise about a quarter of the world population, we represent one of the fastest growing regions in the world. We are a culturally diverse region / with a very rich tapestry of languages, identities and heritage. 
The region is, of course, not devoid of problems. Poverty, environmental degradation, pollution and some alarming illiteracy rates restrain our march towards the developed status.
Telecommunications hold a special promise for ameliorating our challenges.  It can guide social transformation to bring peace and prosperity to all our communities.  It has the potential to lead our societies towards a more humane world.
In this connection, the privatization of previously national monopolies / and the consequent competition have already had far reaching impacts / both on the reach and the scope of the telecom services offered.  It has stimulated foreign investment on service delivery, encouraged technological innovations and improved access. However, much of its promise for national development / is yet to be fulfilled.  For access and affordability are no ends in themselves.
The World Trade Organization has been successful / in bringing about the perception / that telecommunications is an internationally traded commodity. The Doha Negotiations have helped to liberalize the markets. This important seminar will further our understanding of the issues and concerns of service planners, regulators and providers.
May our discussions at this Seminar recapture the vision of APT to serve its community, utilize and promote telecommunications as an engine of regional development. 
On behalf of the Telecom Authority of Maldives, I thank you for the opportunity to welcome you to the Maldives.  
It gives me great pleasure to officially open the APT Sub-regional Seminar on Trade and Telecommunications.
Thank you.
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