Speech by the Rector, Maldives College of Higher Education, at the Inauguration of Eduvision Sri Lanka Education Exhibition.
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His Excellency Mr                      Farouk,
Sri Lankan High Commissioner to the Maldives,

The Chief Guest, Honourable Mr Abdul Rasheed Hussain, 
Minister in charge of the Ministry of Higher Education, 
Employment and Social Security,

Your Excellencies, Distinguished Visitors,
Ladies and Gentlemen:

Assalaam Alaikum

Thank you very much, Your Excellency, for inviting me to say a few words at the inauguration of Eduvision 2007.  This important event in the national education calendar has become an eagerly sought exhibition for many Maldivians seeking training and education abroad. 

It is a great pleasure for me to welcome all the representatives of Sri Lankan institutions to the Maldives and congratulate you on the inauguration of the Exhibition.

This is, as Your Excellency just mentioned, the Fourth Eduvision or Sri Lankan Education Fair the Embassy has held. It is no easy task to organize and coordinate the event involving so many institutions and people, especially from overseas.  There is no doubt, that the continuity of this important event / stands testimony to the resourcefulness and dedication of the High Commissioner and his team. Congratulations! 

It is both fitting and proper that Sri Lankan Education Fairs be held in the Maldives.  For Sri Lanka and the Maldives /  share a firm bond of friendship and trade, that goes /  as far back as 4000 years  // to the time when this country was first settled.  The sounds of our languages are easy and comfortable on each other's ears.  The friendly faces of our people are recognizable almost as blood relatives. In third countries where out students meet and study, Maldivians and Sri Lankans share a natural nearness that forms and instant attachment of companionship.  Maldives provides employment to thousands of Sri Lankans. Sri Lanka is home to many of our families.  Trade and investment between Maldives and Sri Lanka have multiplied. As time went by, this closeness has only grown firmer.

But in no sphere of cooperation is the contribution of Sri Lanka felt as significantly as in education. Indeed, in schools everywhere in the country, Sri Lankan teachers are working on educating our children.  In fact, for some ten years, I was taught by Sri Lankan teachers. I can vouch for their dedication and devotion.

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen:

With most of our population at the schooling and training age, the social demand for higher education will never again be as great as now.  Therefore, the EduVision is a great and exciting opportunity for our students to make an informed decision about their future. 

The best educational institutions of Sri Lanka are among South Asia’s best. We are delighted that so many reputable institutions of Sri Lanka are represented here. The closeness of the country, the familiar and friendly people, and the cultural similarities are advantages that no other country can match. Furthermore, the costs are very attractive.

I wish all participants a successful exhibition. And hope that the event will continue to be an annual festival of opportunity for those seeking knowledge, wisdom and enlightenment.

Thank you.
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