Speech by Dr Hassan Hameed
at the Opening of the Science Fair, 2004 (20th April 2004)
Minister of Education, Dr Mahamood Shougee,

Assistant Executive Director Dr Abdul Muhsin Mohamed,

Spokesperson of the Committee of Judges, Mr Imad Solih

Officials of the Ministry of Education,

Distinguished Guests, Principals, Teachers and Students.

Assalaam Alaikum

Thank you for inviting me to the inauguration of the Science Fair 2004.  The history of Science Fair dates back to 1984.  Therefore, this year we are celebrating 20 years since this important tradition began.

For this historic Science Fair, let me repeat the greetings of our previous speakers.  It is a particular delight for me to pass on the best wishes to the winning students and schools in various categories.  Congratulations!
///

Winning a competition is fine, and we should do the best we can to prepare for the science fair. But more than anything else, science fair projects are learning experiences. Whenever learning has occurred, we are all winners.  Your exhibit exists, your experience has been learnt and you have gained exposure that not many have. You would have also learnt something about yourself - how hard you can drive yourself; how well you can find and fix problems; how well you receive advice and criticism; how well you can imagine and create.

It is better to have tried and failed than not to have tried at all. 

----------------

Ladies and Gentlemen; Boys and Girls:

I note with pleasure the enthusiasm and support of many parents, principals and teachers. They have played a very important role in promoting the learning of science through Science Fair. Their dedication and hard work have been instrumental in the success of the Fair, year after year.
Judges:  thank you for your interest and commitment to the youth of tomorrow. 
Your time as a judge has an impact that goes far beyond the day of judging. Your time reaches out and influences students, schools, the community, businesses and future science fairs.

.  //  I would like to commend the organizers - the Ministry of Education, particularly all those involved in the technical and planning aspects of the Fair.  You have given our young an opportunity to develop their interest and potential in the exciting field of Science.
Ladies and Gentlemen:

The twentieth anniversary Science Fair is a time for celebration.  It is also a time to reflect on the experience of the past two decades.  It is a time to plan for future events in a more scientific manner.  
It is now well established that Science and Technology play crucial roles in the social and economic development of a country. In fact, we are told that we live in an Information society,  and it is the Age of Knowledge.   And in this society and age, no discipline is as important as science.  Yet, alarmingly, the percentage of students studying science have been falling.  Last year, for example, more than half of our secondary students finished school without learning secondary science.  Our achievement in science is nothing to boast about.  Last year at the GCE OL examinations, the national average pass rate in science subjects was less than 25%.

These and other statistics scream for a stronger wider role of science in schools.  In my humble opinion, no secondary student should leave school without a good knowledge of science. A science subject must be compulsory for all students.  It is only then, that the students, the future youth,  can fully participate in the new knowledge-based society where scientific literacy is essential for citizenship.

As we reflect on Science Fairs of the past, we are reminded of globalization and the role of technology as distinct from science. We must understand, that the pursuit of science for its own sake cannot improve our lives.  We must appreciate that the benefits of science are as result of the commercialization of results of scientific research. In fact, we are able to enjoy the benefits of science because they have moved from the labs to production.  For us, the Maldives, the suitable application of technology to tourism, fisheries, construction, and water and food production is one of the critical development strategies the Government can choose for the future.  

How well we absorb technology depends on how educated and trained our labour force, investors and consumers are. This dictates that we should have already begun the process of ensuring that science and technology are second nature of all children in our schools.  Our education system must give a priority to producing students who are well rounded in science and the use of technology and I do not mean just information technology.  

In the world view I just outlined, Science Fair has the potential to popularize science to all students. Its full potential is yet to be harnessed.  
Science fair can increase awareness, appreciation and recognition of the importance of science in our society, livelihoods, academic achievement and lifelong success. It encourages a wider use of libraries and the Internet.  It develops speaking and writing abilities. Science Fairs promote enthusiasm for science and enhances self-confidence.  The community and businesses benefit from the leadership development of our children in the fairs.  In fact, no other school activity can compete with Science Fair, for its scope, and the enduring benefits on the students.

While these benefits are laudable, in order to raise the benefits of Science Fair, we must increase its reach and refocus some activities on technology.  Initially it may be a simple common technological problem on which our minds can exercise their creativity across all participants of the Fair.  We must recall that International Science Fairs are called Science and Engineering Fair for a reason.
Ladies and Gentlemen:

To turn our country into a knowledge based economy, as a nation we must invest more on science infrastructure, both at schools and elsewhere. We have very few choices in the matter.  We can daydream about vision 2020 or realize it. The difference is in our hands.
You students, the future of the Maldives, have a critical role to play and a huge responsibility ahead of you.  Young people must ensure that you have science and technology as part of your programme of study.  The future will be in science.  For example, of some 150 courses the College runs, 145 courses require a science background.  Almost all jobs available in the islands will benefit from a science background.  Therefore, insist that you do well in science and of course, mathematics— the language of science. 
Twenty years have passed since the first Science Exhibition.  The first Science Fair do not seem so far and we realize that the apparent time of travel is different from actual time. we realize that our time as science educators may be coming to a close.  
You students, will soon have the reins. Please prepare for it.

Thank you very much

