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FOREWORD

The Minister of Edocation, Hon, Uz. Mohamed Zahir Hussaln,appolnted a
worklng cosmittes (n March 1986 to prepare the ground for a workshop on
secondary curriculum. This Committee included representatives from the
Ministry of Edvcation, Aminlya School, Majeed lyya School and the Selence
Education Centre.

The terms of reference of the Conmittes wers as follows:

(1) Indentify the short comings In the present secondary school
currloilum In  the light of the Hational goals and  aspira-
tions.

(2) ‘Sugoest general aims of secondary education relevant to
Lhe Maldives.

{3) While maintalning the CCE AL/OL (London) Examinations,
suguest  suitable and feasible combination of subjects for the
Arts, Sclence and Commerce streams.

() Conslder possibilitles of wmidenlng the present Secon-

dary Sohool Cortificate Examinations to include areas of study In
the English medium pertaining to natlional history, culture and
resoyrces and development. :

(5} Develep an  organizational framesork for the forthe
coming workshop.

Guldsd by the terms of reference, the meabers of the Committee set
themsnlvas  the task of preparing discusslon papers oh the major areas
and  Issoes ralsed thereln. These papars were discussed In detall by the
Committee, In more thin eightesn sittings, and the recosmendations to be
presented st the Workshop were Tormulated.

A Sureey wds carried out ssong the varlods Minlstries, Departments and
othor Organlzations to have some (dea of the lkili.i and abllities
desired by the employers in the secondary school leavers, Similarly, a
murvey was conduoted among the students of Amlnlya and Maleediya Schools
to aspertaln thelr subject profersnces and thelr oplnlon of the secondary
e Lo L.

The Commlttes took note of the goals of education stated in the
Eﬁmm and Human Rescurces Deve lopment Plan for the Poriod 198% -

Based on the discussion papers mentloned earller, a0 opinions sxpressed
At the discussions, lead papers and discusslion guldes for the Workshop
were prepared by the mesbers of the Commlttee.

The frultful deliberations during the Wockshop and the resulting
mmﬂlhnl were  facllitated By the useful preparatory work of  the
Liee.

It Is carnestly hoped that the recommendations sdopted st the Warkshop
will promote further the healthly deselopsent of secondary education In
‘the Maldives,



1. AIMS OF

1

In the Light of the Toctors Lnflusnclng the currloulum, namely
national needs, students’ needs, educational contlrulty and certifica-
tlen; and In keaplng with the goals of educatlipn stated Lh the Educatlo-
pal and Homan Resource Development Plan for the period 1955 - 199%, 1t is
proposed that secondary education should:
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enabhle the students to malntaln satisfactory physlcal and
mental health;

develop In  them basic knowledoge, skills and attltudes to

pursue a career ar Turther tralningy

help them  to attaln proflelency In the use of thelr
mother  tonguee and contribute tosards [ts  develogpment;

enable them to achieve sufficlemt coemand of English to
commmnicate clearly and effectively, In speech and writing:

enrlel  thelr knowledge and understanding of lslam and lts
practlioes and enable them Yo apply Islamie principles in  day
to day life;

wlden  thelr knowledgn and underatanding of human soclety at
Its warlous Ievels of organizatlon;

erable them to gather adeguate kposledge about  thelr
country; 1ts resources and  thelr conservation and the
physical world arcund them;

introduce them to the methods of Science, its applications
adl Ltz contributions te  human progress, kelping them
to adopt a selentiflc attitude In their approach to
probl sy

epable them to scquire a knowloedge and understanding of
their cultural herltage and values and thelr stabilizing
influence on the scclety;

instil in them & natlonal consclousness and understandlng
of their dutlies and obligations towards the family, the
commtiity and the natlong

develop In them 4 healthy aesthetlc sense by providing them
opportunities to  partleipate In appropriate aesthetle
aptivities;

develop a global perspective by broadening thelr knowledoe
of problems shared by fumanlty and the efforts msade
through reglonal and Enternatioral cooperation to solwe them.
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2. SUBSTOUMIY AIMS

As It has been cbserved aims (vl), {vil)}, and (lx)} are not
sufficlently emphasised in the presont curriculum, It la
m:-nid that the following resedial measures be taken.

ii supplementing existing syllabuses to reflect
Maldlves' situatlon,
11)  widening the present Flsherles Sclence syllabus,
(115) and developing a néw subject tallored to achisve those
atms.

3. TEACHERS

(1) Schools presently face a shortage of teachers, n particular
Dhivehl and Islam teachers, partly attributable to their
lower salaries and poorer conditions of service. Therefore,
it ls rocommendod that the salaries of Dhivehi and [Islam
teachers be Increased. The teachers presently In service may
be given the opportunity to undergo courses In methodology at
the satlsfactory completion of whizh they bo given the
allowance now granted to those triined at Institute of
Teacher Educatlon.

{2)  Since some expatrlate teachers rnow belng recrulted lack the
desired cospetence, It 1s recompended that the recrultment
procedure be revised to strengthen It further.

{3) Dwing to the difficulty In recruiting and retraining
pompetent teachers within the age limit prescribed by the
Ministry of Edueation, It Is recommendsd that these
rogulatlons be revised. Submission of & medical certificate
from an authbrized physicloeh stinild be made a requlremsent ul
the recrultment procedure. Teachers already in service may be
allowed to contlnue 1f they are judged to be physically and
mentally Tlt.

(&) To provide greater incentives for Haldlvien teachers Lt s
recommended that thelr chlldren be glvens places in goverment
schonls on  the sane basls as the children of expatrlate
teschers.,

151 Te ‘retuon thien sexisting disparities -between Uhe gdvernment
schools and the  privete schools it Is suggeated that all
pxpatriate teschers, irrospective of shofe Ehey work, should
be glwven the same opportunities In remltting thelr Income
OvETSEas

L6} It is folt that an assoclation of sscondary school teachers
could be forsed to esplore ways of secklng professional
development for Lts members and genorally assist In  thelr
wirlfare.



(7) Classroom observation, teacher-initiated visits to schools,
regular meetings amony teachers, workshops, etc. may help
toachers Improve thelr teaching methods. It Is recommended
that teachers be encouraped to engage In these activities
more of Len,

. PROFESSIOWAL DEVELOPMENT OF TEACHERS

Wherever  Ineserviee semlnars and workshops are organised for
professional development of teachers [t is recommended that the
time amd date of such senlnars and workshops be fised 1n
consultation with teschers to encourage better partliolpation and
attendances .

$. SUPERVISORS FOR ARTS STREAM AND SCIENCE STREAM

Ihe superyision and use of library and laberatory faclilitles and
other sspects of secondary educatlon may be lsprowed by the
appulmtment of competent supervisors Tor the science stream and
art streas.,

6. PRIVATE TULTION

It is felt that private tuition kas becose wide spreéad to such an
extent that Lt may be consldered & probles. The Ministry of
Edocation may form a committes to Identify varlous aspects of this
prablem and to suggest effective means to control It.

7. MEDIA CENTRE
To take advantage of scale and to provide equal opportunities to

all schools, It is recomeended that avallable resources be pooled
and & medla centee be dove loped.

8, CLASS SLIE

In order ti avold overcrosding In class roges, 1t ia recommended
that wafforts be made towards limiting class size o 30 - 32
stutents .

9, LIBAARY AND L ABORATORY

88 In order to lmprove the management of the llbrary (t §s fell
that the -librarians must be glven adequate tralming. It 1s
also recommended that thelr conditlons of service be reviaed
to attract =uitable applicants Tar that post.

{Z) It is considered rnecessary to improwe the laboratory
facilities In the schools, Underuse of egulpment already
avallable must be avolded by proper supervision of laboratory
moTik .
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la)

In order to encourage avallablllity and easy access to reading
matorials, It |s recommended that the magazines, reference
books and other reading msterial approved by the Ministry of
Eduontion be exempted from import duty.

it iz recopmended that a oentral students Iibrary or an
extension to the Mational Library be establlshed for the use
of sacondary school students.

10, SPORTS ACTIVITIES

{1}

(2)

£3)

(&)

With a view to promoting sports related activities It Is

desirable to have a common playground for schools. A multi-

purpnu gymnasium should be Included In the future plans for
the lmprovement of schools.

Since too many sctivitles disrupt the working of the schools
it is recosmonded that organizations outslde the Minlstry of
Education be reguested to Inform the Minlstry before the

of the year about thelr proposed activities
invelving schoel ehlldren., The Ministry would then clroulate
a calender of such activities.

In the fleld of sports, too, to avold too many activities it
is recommeded that certaln activitles such as the athletlcs
meet be held every other year and only a few selected games
be held every yoar.

The mmiber of games that & student could speclalize In and
take  part 1n, In inter-houss toumaments should be
restricted to nol sors than one out door and one indbor pame.

11. SCHOOL CALENDAR

The prosent arrangesent of four guarters along with the Ramazan
days of restricted work causes too many bresks. To avold Lhis
shortcoming It ls advisable to organise the school calender into
thres terss where torm bolldays colnclde as much possible with
the special holidays and Hamazan.

12, PROMOTION CRITERIA

1t was generally felt that there s & nesl to review
medluation scheme. [t s roconmeded that tha matter

studled ard action taken where necessary.
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bue te the present Lnsufflclemt Information regarding career
opportunities available to school leavers, It is rocosmended
that carcer guidance counselllng be organlzed systematically,
either through guldance persommel or through seminars and
talks with this tbhjective in view.



(2)  Sines school discipline is a matter of great concern, L1 was
agreed that the parents, in particular, be educated through
the activities of the Parent Teacher Assoclation and  through
available w=sedla on the possible causes of  student
indisclipline.

1. CEOGRAPHY

Since several aims of secondary sducation may be achieved through
a proper study of geography, Lt ls recosmended that the place of
geography within the GCE D/L stroams be rev lemed,

15. STUDENT TH

1t is recommended that the Minlstry of Fducation stidy ways and
mesns of enabllng secondary level students malntain satisfactory
physical and mental health,

16, oF 15 AT GIE

It is recomsended that the mumber of GCF O/ subfects students
are taught be reduced from seven to six, However, able atudents
may be given the opportunitles to sit extra sshjects.

17. COMPUT NG SCIEHCE
Following the evaluatlon of the present computer studles course

4t Majesdlyya school, and depending on the putcose of this
evaluation, 1t is recomsended that computing scisnce be lm.lur.l_a_d

In the secondary curriculum as an optional subject.

18, JUNIOR SCHOOL CERTIVICATE

1t 1s recomsended that the Ministry of Education carry out an
evaluation on the usefulress of the Junlor Gchonl Certlficate.

19, ADDITIOMAL SURJECTS AT THE MIGHER SECONDARY LEVEL

{1y It is recommeded that Art and kmmtlnbgg Intredused at the
higher secondary lesel In [957 and 195 respectively If
teachers and other resourens can be procured.

(z) It ip recomwended that applicants with good academic
hackground be allowed toenrole in a fourth curricular
elective on probation at the higher sscondary lesel.

(5 The combipation of curricular electives which uill not
necessitate any Infrastructural or personnel changes or
changes to the budjet projected Tor 1987 may be of fared by
the Science Education Centre in 1987 as this would allow &
better utilizatlion of the avallable resouroes.



(&) Te malntain and further the Interests of students presented
for the GCE O/L Tisherles Sclence, It Is recomesnded that the
Ministry of Education consider the Introduction of an
appropriate subject at the higher secondary level.

[5) It Is recompended that English language be introduced _I:t
the higher secondary level as a core subject.

20, EATERMAL ENAMINATIONS

Should there be a need to discontinue the COT O/L and CCE  A/L
» examinations of the Unlyersity of Lendon, School Examlcatlons
Board, It 1s rocosmended that the Miniatry of Education coralder
altermatives froa other lnternatlonally recognised boards of
exanmination, It |s further recommended that all possibin efforts
be made to strengthen the existing local examination system in
tarmi of evaluation tectnlgues, persorndl data processing, eolco.

£ls MWMDIVIAN STUDIES

(1) 1t 1s recosmended that all areas of study relsvant to the
Maldives, not sufflclently emphasised In the present
secondary curriculum, be taught as a new subject vir.
Haldivlan Studles/Social Stuilles. Thess arcas may te  tought
initially throwgh projects.

{2) When Raldivian Studlies/Social Studies is developed sufflclen-
tly a2 a sublect It [s recommended that the Ministry of
Fdugation study the possibility of Including It in the GCE
O/L as a mode 3 subject.

4 ICAT /Y R

To provide ter Flexiblilty and tutl for the students
1) % ﬁww mtm“mmﬂ'tmm“ An st least 3
subjeets, of which not less than 2 are Lo thelr eurricular
slectives, be admilted provided that such students pass at the
first sesester emaminstion In the ﬂurﬂ-ﬂula' elective In  which
thu;- nave no ﬁ.ﬂ. pass,
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Az any delay In the supply of tesxthooks at the beginning of the
yoar mill affect the students, It ls suggested that the Hinlstry
of Educatlon supply the bopks through a government bookshop
or place an order for testbooks with the State Trading
Grganisation (510} instead of the present proctice of supplying
the S5T0 with a List of recommerided books.

THE ARCHIVES OF H HAMEED



