CHAPTER 3

THEORETICAL AND CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

This chapter comprises foug sections, Ih;.gig;ﬂ"égins,xyith a brief outline of
the importance of the'énﬁ/ to resedPeh. The role of frameworks fo éuiding research will
be discussed in this part. The second arld' third section of this chapter will discuss the
two major theoretical framings that fo has:s of this study; the critical theory and
the post-structural appruach Bé%( ers tart with a brief description of the theory
and move on to discuss the rule of each theory in education policy research. The-fimat
_part of each section will briefly examine es of each . In the fourth
section of this chapter, the idea of hyhrﬂv(g thenretmu works will be examined.
The policy trajectory approach \'{-I'I'I/‘,be’exp]ured in dctal in this section as it Wil be

/' used in the analysis of the education policies chosen'tor this study. L wd A

3.1 Role of Theory in Research

The notion of ‘theory” is central to every field of inquiry. Theory represents a
portion of reality and acts as a tool that can be used for better understanding of the

concepts under study. Each theory provi rent lens for looking at a problem,

allowing it to be examined Trom different perspectives for full undcrstand?ng a! all I'Ia Eﬁ‘ QE

facet&{Connelly. 2014, p. 187). oo

To achieve the aim of 4 study, a researcher has to approach the task with a
distinctive perspective or framework. This framework constitutes the lens through
which r she JEIEWS the reality of the whole phenomena under study (Ball, 1994). As
this j-' is an extended policy analymfl the framework that is used in this study will
span the different phases of policy making and enactment. The framework used, in
other words, will constitute the assumptions, values, methods and practices that

underlie policy analysis.
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As frameworks are an integral part of theory based research, it becomes important

-

to understand the role of frameworks to inquiry before proceeding. A framework is the
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This chapter comprises four sections. It_begins—with a brief outline of the
importance  of theory to reseamh‘ﬂu; role of conceptual ﬁ-amewurkf}‘_t;?r guiding
(Fefis
research u@ljghe discussed in this parf. The second and third sections of this CW {,j.f@v\

cmnins the two maju&gmretical framings that form the basis of this stud{,}h: critical
th and the si-itrucmml paradigms, respectively. Both sections start with a brief
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policy research and thefr-critiques. In the fourth and final section, the—idea—of-
""'}*m_@i}%h hybridising theoretical frameworks is examined. The ‘policy trajectory’ approach and

AT A
r; :’m he J‘( ‘E‘f?u- the *policy network’ approach are explored in greater detail in this section as these
i P S o ‘,{L /{\. approaches were-utilized-in the analysis of the education policies chosen for this study.
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Role of Theory in Research

N A4 gl,l,h{rlﬂJL‘-_ ) [ __The notion of ‘theory’ is central to every field of inquiry. Theory re nis a
- P .

wun’?k- _ { portion éf reality and acts as a tool that can be used for better understanding of the

% B cepts under study, Each theory provides a “different lens for looking at a problem,

\ (%‘J allowing it to be examined from different perspectives for full understanding of all its

facets™ (Connelly, 2014, p. 187). '
Hons<

To achieve the aims of a study, a researcher has to approach the task with a
distinctive perspective or fmmewnrﬁ\@is framework constitutes the lens through
L —————— m— — e
which he or she views the reality of the whole phenomena under study (Ball, 1994),
According to Lester (2005, p. 458), a framework is the “basic structure of the ideas
(i.¢., abstractions and relationships) that serve as the basis for a phenomenon that is to
4
be investigated?_ ai—a-later—stage. A framework “serves both an explanatory and
e R
normative function, creating the conceptual understanding which both clarifies the

problem, and implies the solution” (Grimley, 1986, p. 20). The framework chosen by a
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Introductlon

his chapter comprises four sections. It b ith a brief outline of the
importance of theory to research. The role ofl%ﬁa?ne orks for guiding research will be
discussed in this part. The second and third sections of this chapter will examine the
two major theoretical :r‘gn iqgs that form the basis of this study; the critical theory and
the post-structural approache respec‘uvely Both sections start with a brief description
of the theory and move on to discuss the role of each theory in education policy
research and their critiques. In the fourth and final section, the idea of hybridising
theoretical frameworks is examined. The goiicy trajector; approach is explored in
greater detail in this section as it was utilized in the analysis of the education policies

chosen for this study.

Role of Theory in Research

The notion of ‘theory’ is central to every field of inquiry. Theory represents a
portion of reality and acts as a tool that can be used for better understanding of the
concepts under study. Each theory provides a “different lens for looking at a problem,
allowing it to be examined from different perspectives for full understanding of all its
facets” (Connelh@ﬁOM, p. 187).

To achieve the aims of a study, a researcher has to approach the task with a
distinctive perspective or framework. This framework constitutes the lens through
which he or she views the reahty of the whole phenomena under study (Ball, 1994).
According to Lester (2005)? a framework is the “basic structure of the ideas (i.e.,

abstractions and relationships).that serve as the basis for a phenomenon that is to be

investigated” at a later stage (Les 05). A framework “serves both an explanatory
and normative function, creating the conceptual understanding which both clarifies the

problem, and implies the solution” (Grimley, 1986, p. 20). The framework chosen by a
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CHAPTER THREE

Theoretical Framework

Introduction

This chapter comprises four sections. The first section deals with a brief outline of the
importance of theory for research. The role of conceptual frameworks for guiding
research is discussed in this section, The second and third sections examine th¢ critical
theory and post- stru-::turahsm which underpin the pnlic}r trajectory approach used in this

study. For each theo l}y the basic assumptions c-f—thﬂhl'r&:n;jr a{:e dlscussed followed by
A A B T

\i-t’s/lmphcatmns ﬁ?E education policy research}tugmher_wuh-]ts cnthues In the fourth
..I_
and final section, I1c trajectory’ approach and the ‘policy network’ a maﬂh
o oy tjecky’ g pofipepor ppach sy
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Role of Theory in Research

2o e Lonshon Ao ot
The notion of ‘theory” is central to every field of i 111-::11111'};j In‘fact; T reallty is constructed, ~—

based on S@Q{G theory. Mises (1996, p. 647) argues that, “there is no such thing as al"
mere recording of unadulterated facts apart from any reference to theories. As soon as
two events are recorded together or integrated into a class of events, a theory is
operative.” Mises notes that a person’s reasoning may be wrong and the theory
incorrect; but thinking and theorizing are always present in any action. He argues that
“letting the facts speak for themselves” without recourse to a theory is nonsensical
(Mises, 1996, p. 177). Concurring with Mises, Connely (2014, p. 187) claims that a
theory provides a “lens for looking at a problem, allowing it to be examined from

different perspectives for full understanding of all its facets

To achieve the aims of a study, a researcher approaches the task with a distinctive
perspective or framework. This framework constitutes theory or the lens through which
he or she views the reality of the whole phenomena under study (Ball, 1994).

According to Lester (2005, p. 458), a framework is the “basic structure of the ideas



